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during their time of grief, and urge everyone
who hears this to follow Heather’s urging and
pick up Bain’s torch of community service.
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MEMORIAL TRIBUTE AND EXTOL
TO THE CITY OF LYNWOOD,
CALIFORNIA

HON. JUANITA MILLENDER–McDONALD
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002

Ms. MILLENDER-MCDONALD. Mr. Speaker,
whereas, the city of Lynwood, California, was
incorporated in 1921, when new residents
flocked to the area because of its great land
and plentiful water; and

Whereas, since Lynwood’s inception, the
city has shown tremendous strength in com-
munity involvement and has overcome many
obstacles that challenged the young city; and

Whereas, in the 1930s, Lynwood faced a
devastating earthquake and severe economic
hardship during the Great Depression, yet the
community was rebuilt, supplying construction
jobs for unemployed local citizens; and

Whereas, Lynwood grew rapidly through the
economic boom of the 1940s and served as a
settling place for returning World War II vet-
erans; and

Whereas, in 1961, Lynwood won the Na-
tional All-American City Contest and 22
Lynwood schools captured Freedom Founda-
tion Awards; and

Whereas, through the years, Lynwood has
grown into a multi-racial, multi-ethnic, and
multi-lingual community representative of a di-
verse United States; and

Whereas, Lynwood was invigorated during
the 1990s with many new community develop-
ments, including a new state-of-the-art high
school, a youth center, and the Rosa Parks
Transit Center.

Now therefore, be it recognized that Con-
gresswoman JUANITA MILLENDER-MCDONALD
proudly recognizes the city of Lynwood, Cali-
fornia for the 80th Anniversary of its incorpora-
tion and as a flourishing, multi-cultural commu-
nity that is representative of an increasingly di-
verse United States.
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A TRIBUTE TO COL. ABRAHAM J.
TURNER

HON. BENJAMIN A. GILMAN
OF NEW YORK

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002

Mr. GILMAN. Mr. Speaker, today, I am
pleased to recognize the outstanding service
to our Nation of Col. Abraham J. Turner, who
will be leaving his position with us as Chief of
the Army House Liaison Division on June 13,
2002 for assignment as the Assistant Division
Commander of the 82d Airborne Division, Fort
Bragg, North Carolina. During his tenure here,
Abe has distinguished himself as a friend,
trusted resource, and an officer who epito-
mizes the modern American professional sol-
dier.

Abe Turner’s illustrious career as an infantry
officer embodies all of the Army’s values of
loyalty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor,
integrity, and personal courage.

Colonel Turner has demonstrated his out-
standing tactical and operational expertise in
numerous command and staff positions over-
seas and in the continental United States.
Continually serving in positions of ever-in-
creasing responsibility, the highlights of his ca-
reer include serving as a company and Bat-
talion Commander with the 82d Airborne Divi-
sion, regimental tactical officer at West Point,
commander of the Infantry Training Brigade,
and special assistant to the Chairman of the
Joint Chiefs of Staff.

Indicative of the quality of Colonel Turner’s
leadership, management, and interpersonal
skills, was the fact that he was specially se-
lected to serve as the Chief of the Army’s
Congressional Liaison Office in the U.S.
House of Representatives. As such, he has
been responsible for maintaining liaison with
435 Members of Congress, their personal
staffs, and 20 permanent or select legislative
committees. Over the past year, Abe devoted
himself to getting to know over 180 members
personally. His dedication, candor and profes-
sionalism while serving in this capacity has
earned him the reputation of being the best
source on Capitol Hill to resolve issues per-
taining to the Army.

Upon leaving us, Colonel Turner, already
selected and confirmed for promotion to Briga-
dier General, will return home to the 82d Air-
borne Division, where he will continue to serve
our nation as Assistant Division Commander.
That great All-American Division could not
hope for the stewardship of a better leader
than Abe Turner.

Accordingly, I invite my colleagues to join in
offering our heartfelt thanks to Col. Abraham
J. Turner for his selfless service. He rep-
resents the very best that our great Nation has
to offer. We wish Abe and his wife, Linda,
continued success and happiness in all of
their future endeavors.
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HONORING LUTHER KHACHIGIAN

HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002

Mr. RADANOVICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor Luther Khachigian for his many
years of service as a board member of the
California Grape Rootstock Commission and
the California Grape Rootstock Research
Foundation. In January, Mr. Khachigian retired
from his service on these boards, but remains
an active member of the organizations and the
agriculture community.

Luther graduated from the University of Cali-
fornia, Davis, with a degree in pomology and
a minor in viticulture. In 1962, he founded Cal-
Western with a one acre nursery and has ex-
panded to a farming and nursery operation,
which is now known throughout California’s
Great Central Valley. Cal-Western specializes
in table grapes, wine grapes, walnuts, and the
production of grape rootstock.

Mr. Khachigian has dedicated his time, ef-
forts, and finances to the improvement of
more than just the agriculture industry in Cali-
fornia. In addition to the Commission and the
Foundation, Luther is a member of the College
of Sequoias Board of Trustees, the University
of California Ag Issues Center, and the Uni-
versity of California, Davis, Foundation.

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to thank Luther
Khachigian for his many years of devoted
service to agriculture and his participation on
the Boards of the California Grape Rootstock
Improvement Commission and the California
Grape Rootstock Research Foundation. I in-
vite my colleagues to join me in wishing Lu-
ther many years of continued success.
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IN MEMORY OF MEDAL OF HONOR
RECIPIENT GINO MERLI

HON. DON SHERWOOD
OF PENNSYLVANIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, June 12, 2002
Mr. SHERWOOD. Mr. Speaker, I rise to

honor and remember an American hero .–.–.
World War II Medal of Honor recipient Gino
Merli. Mr. Merli passed away yesterday at his
home in Peckville, Pennsylvania, at the age of
78. The son of a coal miner, Gino Merli lived
a life defined by the words ‘‘service’’ and ‘‘sac-
rifice’’.

At a time when America was at war, much
like today, Mr. Merli answered his internal call
to service and enlisted in the Army, even be-
fore graduating from high school. He was a
teenage machine gunner in September of
1944, when, in the vicinity of Sars la Bruyere,
Belgium, his company was overrun by the su-
perior firepower and numbers of an attacking
German force. Private First Class Merli and
his assistant gunner resolutely held their posi-
tion covering the withdrawal of his fellow sol-
diers and blunting the attack of the enemy.

During the night, the Germans assaulted
Pfc. Merli’s position killing his assistant gunner
and capturing the position. Pfc. Merli feigned
death by slumping down aside his assistant
gunner and endured many bayonet thrusts to
determine if he and his gun crew were out of
action. When the Germans moved on, he
would jump back to his machine gun and en-
gage the enemy with fire. Throughout the
night, Pfc. Merli remained with his weapon
and repeated this process several times until
daybreak. As morning dawned, the Germans
had suffered such heavy losses that 700 sur-
rendered. Pfc. Merli’s commanding officer
found him still at his weapon, covered in his
assistant gunner’s blood, with 52 enemy dead
around his position.

When informed by his commanding officer
that he would be recommended to receive the
Congressional Medal of Honor, Pfc. Merli stat-
ed that his assistant gunner who had made
the ultimate sacrifice should be the recipient.
He said that his gunner was the ‘‘true’’ hero.
Pfc. Merli’s only request was to attend church.

This moment defined the courage, integrity
and conviction of young Merli. He dem-
onstrated the ability to think under tremendous
pressure to fulfill his duty. At its core, courage
is the ability to think and act under pressure
while realizing the potential costs of your ac-
tions. He demonstrated his integrity as he rec-
ommended his assistant gunner for our na-
tion’s highest military honor, for the gunner
had given his last full measure of life in the
execution of his duty. And he manifested his
selfless religious convictions as he walked to
church to pray for his fellow fallen soldiers and
those German soldiers whose lives he had
taken.

Last Saturday, the History Channel aired a
special on Mr. Merli’s First Infantry Division


		Superintendent of Documents
	2016-09-20T09:46:08-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




